
Introduction to Ethnic Studies

In Norman Public Schools we believe it is important to teach our students how to:

➢ Be global citizens
➢ Engage in civil discourse
➢ Value their own cultural identity
➢ Appreciate the differences around them
➢ Understand worlds different from their own

● In 2016, a Stanford University study found that taking an ethnic-studies course led to
better grades, especially in math and science, and also increased attendance among
high school students at risk of dropping out.

● The reasons for ethnic-studies courses aren’t just academic. The courses also promote
social-emotional learning, and help students and communities to recognize and
celebrate their diversity.

● Course Description: Introduction to Ethnic Studies is a broad interdisciplinary course
designed to give high school students an introduction that uses a comparative and
historical perspective to examine the languages, values, and voices of diverse groups
within the United States. The course also provides a compelling way to help students
explore and examine concepts related to the different aspects of their own personal
identity.

How does it fit into a student schedule:

● One scenario is that a student could take A Study of 39 Tribes and Ethnic Studies
together to meet the third credit for Social Studies. This would be more common for
sophomores since they would be choosing this option instead of World History.

● Another scenario is that a student might take Ethnic Studies in conjunction with
American Government their senior year.

● Lastly, they could take the course out of personal interest and use it as a general
elective.

Other  helpful information:

● There will be one teacher who splits time between Norman High and Norman North
● Initial goal is to offer a few sections at each high school
● This course supports our district diversity, equity and inclusion commitment of creating

an intentionally and purposeful inclusive curriculum with instruction and assessment that
is learner-centered and based on high standards and expectations as a demonstration
of our commitment to helping students see themselves represented.

https://www.nber.org/papers/w21865

